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DECLARATION 
Eurasian Cities Forum “Heritage and innovations” 
(Kazan city, July 5th -8th, 2012)

1. Eurasian Cities Forum (the Forum) took place in Kazan on July 5th-8th, 2012.

2. The Forum was organized by Mayor’s Office of Kazan city, Eurasian regional section of Organization of World Heritage Cities (OWHC), Eurasian regional section of World Organization of United Cities and Governments. 

3. The Forum was held under the auspices of UNESCO.

4. More than 150 people from 53 cities of 11 countries of the world participated in the Forum: mayors of cities, international organizations, funds for preservation of cultural, historical and architectural heritage, unions and associations of cities, scientific and research institutes, educational institutions, museums and other cultural institutions. 

5. The major objective of the Forum is to consider the following issues and come up with appropriate decisions:

· Preservation of World material heritage in modern conditions of city development;

· Increasing international recognition of heritage of Eurasian cities;
· Increasing touristic attractiveness of Eurasian cities and developing cultural tourism; 

· Innovations in the sphere of providing public services.
6. All participants of the Forum express their sincere gratitude to Mayor of Kazan I.R.Metshin, officers of the municipality and the citizens of Kazan for    the excellent organization of the Forum, hospitality and warm welcome.

7. The participants of the Forum are grateful to Eurasian regional section of Organization of World Heritage Cities for its activities focused on integrating efforts of the cities of the region to preserve and successfully use the cultural heritage of Eurasia.

8. The participants of the Forum are grateful to World Organization of United Cities and Governments for its activities focused on supporting local governments and developing innovations.

As a result of the Forum the following conclusions were made:
· Cultural heritage of our cities is heritage and province of all mankind. Every person of our planet should have the opportunity to get acquainted with history and geography of world heritage sites.

· Acquaintance with culture of different nations and preservation of cultural diversity are the major steps on the way of strengthening international peace, consent and security in cities of Eurasia. 

· Experience of Kazan (Russia, Tatarstan) in the effective use of objects of cultural heritage and attraction of tourists is recognized as a valuable one and can be recommended to other cities as an example to create a set of measures to increase tourist flow and rapid economic development with the preservation of historical monuments and cultural diversity
· The objects of cultural heritage is an important asset of modern cities, which can be profitable and have significant impact on their economic development
· Heritage is a source of inspiration for modern and innovative architecture in terms of materials, construction techniques, layout and design
The participants of the Forum urge state, regional and local governments, and international organizations: 
In order to preserve cities heritage to:
· pay more attention to the development of cultural tourism as one of the most promising areas of efficient use of cultural heritage;
· plan new building in the context of the historic environment, preserve cultural heritage in its historical and urban and natural environment;
· develop and implement targeted programs for preservation, restoration and promotion of cultural heritage;
· develop programs of cooperation, exchange of information and experience between the cities of Eurasia concerning the use of cultural heritage;
In order to increase recognition of cities and touristic attractiveness to :

· create, develop and promote a brand name of a city;

· work hard to develop international relations, exchange experience with cities of Eurasia, participate in activities of international organizations, take part in international exhibitions, and present cities and their heritage in the international arena;

· by using event marketing hold major events of national and international level in the city: festivals, forums, symposiums, conferences, congresses as well as national and other holidays; 

· improve work quality of press services, create official web sites and e-governments in Russian and English,  profusely cover news of a city, information on implemented projects, programs and achievements of a city in local regional and international mass media as well as in official web site of a city.

·   involve all interested parties in developing management plans for sights and tourist destinations, hold tenders for creative ideas focused on developing incoming tourism.

·  develop integrated tourism infrastructure, improve and  adapt existing objects of cultural and historical heritage for high-quality tourist recreation; by using creative experience to create new cultural and entertainment facilities and unique tourism products; develop various tourist destinations including cultural, entertainment, industrial, environmental and other tourism to promote tourism products and destinations.
Adopted at Eurasian Cities Forum
“Heritage and innovations”, 

Kazan (Russia), July 7th, 2012 .
In attendance were more than 150 people, in a unanimous vote.
