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Honourable Ministers, Ambassadors, Executive Director of UN-Habitat, Mayors, Honourable Partners of civil society and the private sector, Colleagues and Friends,

I am honoured and privileged to be here today to share with you the work United Cities and Local Governments (UCLG) is undertaking on the Governance of Local Basic Services. 
As you know your World Organization, United Cites and Local Governments (UCLG), brings together cities, regions and local government associations in 130 countries. 
One of the pillars of our organization is the gathering and diffusion of knowledge on the state of local government throughout the world, through our Global Observatory on Decentralization and Local Democracy (GOLD). 
Local authorities are on the front line in ensuring the sustainable management of local communities in all regions of the world. Our future is not only globally intertwined, but increasingly urban. 
We know of course that the problems facing city leaders differ from region to region, from country to country, and that those in low-income countries face uphill battles on a vastly greater scale. But we share many common goals as well as problems, and are united in a common determination to make our urban world a better, more inclusive world.
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Within the framework of the Observatory on Decentralization UCLG is committed to the production of Triennial Reports on key issues of importance to local government.  
In 2008 UCLG  published the 1st GOLD report (GOLDI) which provided a general overview of the state of local government in terms of territorial structure, responsibilities and local democracy throughout the world regions. 

Last year UCLG published GOLD II which focuses on local finance, analyzing the architecture of fiscal decentralization in 110 countries as well as in metropolitan regions. This report not only provided an overview of the state of local finance in the different world regions but also proposes policy recommendations to strengthen local government finance, drawn from the inputs of local leaders.
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GOLD III, begun in 2012, will focus on the Governance of Local Basic Services. Scheduled for publication in 2014, just prior to the end date set for the Millennium Development Goals, the report will serve as a key tool to review the situation of essential services, and more specifically the state of affairs with regard to local authorities, to better understand their role, their position and the future developments that should be promoted. 
This reflections process is well matched to the agenda of the international community, particularly the UN Habitat 'International Guidelines on Decentralization and Access to basic services for all" adopted in 2009, which should be deepen, adapted and implement by national governments and local authorities. 

In addition GOLD III will ensure that local governments have a strong foundation from which to contribute to the United Nations Post-2015 Development Agenda, as well as the “New UN Urban Agenda” in Habitat III.
Local authorities are increasingly seen as key actors in organizing the access of citizens to these services. Decentralization and the strengthening of local governments will be judged on their ability to develop democracy, good governance and citizen engagement, but also on their ability to provide each individual with dignity, quality of life, sustainable livelihoods and finally, the ability to engage in economic activity.
Even when they are not officially assigned the responsibility, local authorities are often blamed for the absence, the insufficiency or the inadequacy of essential services as they are the level of government closest to citizens. 
This situation is particularly true for certain basic services such as water, sanitation, waste management, transport and energy, where their absence blocks the development of other essential services such as education, health, housing, safety, etc. 
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It is these “Basic services” that GOLD III will examine. 

· Potable water

· Waste water and runoff collection, treatment and elimination of waste water and runoff 

· Solid waste collection, disposal & possible recycling 

· Urban transportation

· Energy
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It is important to stress that the objective of the report is to analyze the issues related to the governance of the basic public service, rather than provide a sector based presentation. As such the diagnosis will examine these sectors through a set of thematic areas:
· Coverage and Quality 

· Role of Local Government 

· Innovations 

· Challenges 
· Future perspectivas
For each of the world regions a team of experts have been put together lead by a high-level regional expert or organization. In Eurasia the research is being undertaken by the Institute of Urban Economics, in Moscow, and lead by Mr. Sergei Sivaev, Director of the Municipal Economy Department. 
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Within the global framework of the Report it is also very important for UCLG to ensure that each of the regions is able to reflect those issues which are most important to them. 
To this end, in addition to the core areas listed earlier each of the regional chapters will have it own regional focus or slant. In Eurasia, the report will focus on the issue of shared responsibilities, and the financing of public services. 
Drawing on our past research in the Eurasia region (GOLD I and GOLD II), the report will also look at the impact on service provision of some regional specific challenges identified, such as limited local autonomy, the lack of clarity in shared mandates, and the difference between defacto and dejuro responsibilities.   

(Slide 7) 
GOLD III will work to draw out examples of innovation in the Governance of local basic services, both to give more visibility to work of cities, and to share innovations across and within regions. 
This collection of “Innovative Practices” will focus specifically on the governance of services and highlight cross cutting innovations in such areas as: improving access for marginalized communities, improving service quality, good governance, citizen participation in service provision, sustainable financing and investment, improving service provision though holistic urban planning, Job creation and eradication of poverty, etc
This report must also be the voice of mayors towards their national governments, and towards the international community. To truly reflect the position of mayors each region is undertaking a survey for mayors to allow them to share their key concerns on the governance of local basic services and in some cases these will also be complemented by interviews to target specific areas both of innovation and of challenges, with the goal of bringing the report as close as possible to the reality of our members and to share their innovative solutions. 
Conclusion 
If progress in decentralization and local democracy will be measured through the ability to improve the quality of life, then the GOLD Report must to be a tool to better understand, among other things, how local authorities can contribute to improve the delivering of basic services at the local level.
Irrespective of the level of responsibility assigned them within the context of  decentralization, local authorities share their roles and responsibilities with the State, users and residents as well as with public or private services providers.
Beyond a simple report, GOLD III must be a political lobby tool to defend the contribution of local governments to meeting the MDGs and to their greater consideration in the Post-2015 UN Development Agenda. GOLD III must argue in which ways decentralization and the strengthening of local government responsibilities can contribute to improving universal access to basic services. 
As local governments I hope you will all feel that this is your report, and reflects your reality and day to day challenges. We look forward to your contribution to this important work, together I feel confident that we can produce a tool to empower local authorities to seek innovative solutions for sustainable urban development, and to address global problems through local solutions.
